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Chave learned the ecology, molecular biology, and
chemistry he needed by talking to colleagues, going
to seminars, and reading papers. Botany wasn't so
easy. "l spent a long time in the field trying to learn
my species. ... If you don't start at the age of 3, you
don't know how to look at nature in the proper way."

Chave, who every year spends about 2 months in the
field, learned how to live and work in tropical forests
by doing. Still, doing botany in the tropics means
climbing 50-m trees to collect leaves, as some of
them cannot be identified from the ground. For
someone who gets dizzy with height, "it was a big
challenge,” Chave says.

Once beyond the most adventurous aspects, "you
realize how quiet it is to be in a tropical forest rather
than in an urban area full of stressed people and
telephones. You just enjoy the monkeys around and
the birds. It's great.”

Elisabeth Pain is contributing
editor for South and West
Europe.
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Changing scales. Jérdme
Chave left theoretical physics
to study tropical forests.

Comments, suggestions? Please send your
feedback to our editor.

DOI: 10.1126/science.caredit.a0800089

Share This 'f:_'} Related Articles

Magazine | News | Signaling | Careers | Multimedia | Collections | Help | Site Map | RSS
Subscribe | Feedback | Privacy / Legal | About Us | Advertise With Us | Contact Us

© 2008 American Association for the Advancement of Science. All Rights Reserved.
AAAS is a partner of HINARI, AGORA, PatientInform, CrossRef, and COUNTER.

http://sciencecareers.sciencemag.org/career development/previous issues/articl...

6/16/2008



